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proved, a very slight experience should allow of its accurate
correction daring development. With regard to the lens
adopted-a rapid rectilinear of 29 in. equivalent focus,-
it would seem preferable, upon purely optical grounds,
to use one of very much shorter focus, and to

obtain the diagrams upon a G;J: x 4;f plate, from which
they could be enlarged to the required size. This

would give a considerable saving in time as well as in

expense. Nor need the matter of registration be one of
difficulty if a simple process well known to photographers
be adopted. These, however, are details which the author
has had to consider before finally adopting the process by
which his results have been obtained; and when it
is considered that the work before us represents only
a modicum of the labour which has been undertaken,
and gives no account of the many and inevitable failures
which have been encountered, we must admire the more
the patience and’ energy which have been bestowed upon
it. The opening sentence of the preface gives hope that
this volume is but the prelude to others, and surgeons
and anatomists will alike look earnestly for every fresh
series of such accurate delineations of human anatomy.

A Manual and Atlas of Medical Ophthalmoscopy. ByA 
W. R GOWERS, M.D., F.R S., F.P,, C.1). Third Edi-
tion, Revised throughout, with numerous additions and
additional Illustrations. Edited with the assistance of
MARCUS GUNN, M.B., F.R.C.S. London: J. & A.
Churchill. 1890.
THE appearance of a third edition of this work testifies

to its continued appreciation by the profession. The present
volume has not been materially altered from the form in
which the book originally appeared. The most noticeable

change is the omission of the appendices devoted to the use
of the ophthalmoscope and to the descriptions of clinical
cases, and the substitution of a brief but useful and

practical account of methods for sketching the fandus oculi.
The whole work has been subjected to a revision sufficiently
thorough to involve additions and alterations on almostevery
page and in almost every paragraph, and an endeavour has
been made to embody in it whatever of real value has been
added to our knowledge since the appearance of the last
edition. Considerable development is noticeable in con-
nexion with the accounts of tuberculosis, malignant disease,
gout, retro-bulbar neuritis, and the congestion and neuritis
in alcoholism. A fuller account is given of the effects of
poisons, and a separate paragraph is devoted to bisulphide
of carbon as the apparent cause of peri-neuritis. On account
of this extension the text now ocupies 298 pages instead of
256, but owing to the omissions previously mentioned the
entire book has thirty-two pages less than the second

edition, and is altogether more compact.
In spite of the more widely extended use of the ophthal-

moscope, with part of which former editions of this work
may be credited, observations relating to the appearance of
the fundus oculi in disease are still scattered and infrequent,
and a complete account of the various changes is more than
can be reasonably expected at the present time. The volume
affords a ready means of reference, and forms a valuable
compendium of such knowledge as we already possess on
the subject. The microscopic figures that were represented
on photo-lithographic plates in preceding editions, have been
re-engraved as phototype blocks, and though they have
lost somewhat in size, sharpness, and shade contrast in the
transference, they undoubtedly are more conveniently placed
in the text of the work in connexion with the subjects to which
they refer. Other ophthalmoscopic figures prepared in the
same way have also been added, noticeably sketches illus-
.trating septic emboli and haemorrhages in ulcerative endo-
carditis. The coloured plates have been judiciously left as
in former editions. Admirably executed and taken from

well-selected cases, they convey an excellent idea of the
pathological appearances. The adoption of mono-chrome in
the majority of them serves to concentrate the attention
on the form and light and shade effects, and secures a more
exact representation of delicate pathological appearances
than can be obtained by chromo-lithography. The last
edition is certainly an advance on the previous ones, and
the book fills a useful place in medical literature.

THE LATE DR. MATTHEWS DUNCAN.

IN beginning his course of clinical lectures on Jan. 29th,
at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Dr. Champneys referred to
his predecessor, Dr. Matthews Duncan, in the following
terms :-

Gentlemen,-The same thought is probably occupying
the minds of all of us to-day-the thought that a voice to
which most of you have listened with pleasure and with
great profit for many years no longer fills this theatre;
that a presence embodying the digoiry and the learning
which was characteristic of its owner has disappeared from
among us for ever. This would, in some sense, have been
the position under any circumstances, for to each of your
teachers, and to me in my turn, must come the time of
retirement, when, in the words of the old Roman poet
Ennius, he

"Senio confectu’ quiescit."
And yet how different are the circumstances from what
we might have hoped and should have chosen for him.
A man of less indomitable will would perhaps have taken
warning earlier, would have sought relief from some of the
duties which were his greatest pleasure, as they were also
his most engrossing work. But he would not vield ; he
struggled on in harness till, as you all know, and some of
you saw, he broke down in the act of instructing you, and
after a vain effort to tide over the few weeks wbich remained
of last summer session he left the country of his adoption-
to die. This great hospital has lost, the profession has lost,
the country has lost, the world has lost-how much can I
say? But you and I have also lost in a special way,
for had his absence to-day been due merely to his
inevitable retirement, it would have been my endeavour
to try to prevent that retirement from being abso-
lute ; it would have been my endeavour to persuade
him to come among us from time to time and to give us
lectures, which I should have delighted to hear side
by side with you, and which hta great learning and rich
experience would have made, I feel sure, no unpleasant task
for him. But dis aliter misuna, and that dream is over.
But besides this I have lost a kind and dear friend, from
whom I might have learnt very much regarding the
management of this great department, the changes which
have taken place during my absence of ten years, and the
prospects of the future. These I must learn without this
help. Gentlemen, I stand before you as a stranger, and yet
the kindness which I have experienced on my return seems
to forbid me to use such a term. Standing as I do in the
place of the greatest obstetrician of our time, I ask you to
continue to me the goodwill which I know from him that
you never failed to show, and, as a motto for us all, I
would say, " May the spirit of James Matthews Duncan
preside over all our meetings."

THE CITY OF LONDON TRUSS SOCIETY.-The
annual report of this Society was submitted to the governors
at a meeting in Finsbury-square last week. The committee
recorded the fact that the income of the Society had been
fairly maintained. The total receipts for the twelvemonth
amounted to ;S46!)8. The expenditure was .E5030. The
committee acknowledge the aid of the late Lord Mayor in
presiding at the annual festival. The accounts which
accompanied the report showed that, inclusive of the loan
by the bankers, the balance in hand at the close of the year
was .C7S5. Mr. J. W. Long expressed regret that the com-
mittee had been obliged to recommend the sale of a further
portion of the invested funds, but this had become necessary
since they, as in the case of many other institutions, had
been dispensing in the form of charity more than had
actually been received.
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THE LANCET.

LONDON: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1891.

THE "revised scheme " published by the Senate of the
University of London in June, 1890, has provoked so much
opposition from the provincial colleges, and proved so un-
acceptable to the Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons
-especially to the latter,-that its provisional acceptance
by the Councils of University and King’s Colleges has
not been sufficient to induce the Senate to lay it before
Convocation, which is the necessary preliminary to applying
to the Privy Council for a new Charter on the bases laid ’,
down by the Senate. That scheme has now been withdrawn I
and replaced by another, which was passed by the Senate on
the 4th inst., and it is understood that this will be the final

attempt made by that body to solve the problem referred to
it by the Royal Commissioners; but as it has hitherto proved
so pliable in endeavouring to please everybody by depart-
ing from its old traditions, we should not be surprised, if

any exception be taken to the provisions of this scheme, to
see still another " latest revised" scheme forthcoming. We
publish the scheme on page 391, and invite the careful
attention to its clauses of those of our readers who are

interested in university education in London, and in

obtaining degrees for London medical students on similar
terms to those on which they can be obtained in the other
centres of medical education. Doubtless we shall soon

be favoured with an expression of opinion from those

bodies which are specially interested in this scheme of

reconstitution.

We must first point out that the scheme differs in its
very essence from that recommended by the Royal Commis-
sioners. Their recommendation was, "that the teaching
institutions of a University of London, in the proper sense
of those words,-a university intended to have as to teach-
ing a proper metropolitan character,-ought in our judgment
to be in or near London. For other parts of the kingdom
(as for the colonies) it is sufficient that there should be

access, as heretofore, to examinations and degrees. To

bring in from all parts of the kingdom teaching institutions
having no special connexion with London might have results
similar to those of the former system of affiliation, when in
like manner extended. The powers which might be given
to such institutions would greatly, if not wholly, neutralise
the value of the share in them granted to the colleges in
London. The university, so constituted, would not be what
is wanted; it would not be a teaching university in and for
London. On this point, therefore, our opinion is that the metro-
politan limit should be adhered to." In the scheme of last

year, which was accepted by University and King’s Colleges,
this recommendation was adopted; in the present scheme,
influenced by the powerful opposition of the provincial
colleges, it has been thrown overboard, and clauses are

introduced providing for the admission of provincial Fellows
on the Senate (3, vi. & viii.); for a Standing Committee of

the Senate for the Faculties of Arts and Science in connexion

with the provincial constituent colleges (14) ; for the ad.

mission of provincial colleges as constituent colleges (26) ;
for the formation of provincial faculties (35), and of pro.
vincial boards of studies (44). Their duties and functions
and their relations to examinations and degrees in science
and arts will in every case run pMt’t passu, with those
assigned to the London teaching colleges. To the principals
and chief oflicers of these provincial colleges are allotted
four seats on the Senate, six being given to University and
King’s Colleges, and to the provincial faculties four, against
twelve to be elected by the London faculties. Two ques-
tions naturally arise from a consideration of this part of the
scheme-(1) Will University and King’s Colleges agree to
this wide departure from the former scheme of June,
1890, and from the distinct recommendation of the Royal
Commission, which is everywhere adverse to the admission
of the provincial colleges as constituent colleges ? If they
accept a practical equality with the provincial colleges, any
hope of a rcal Teaching University in London may be given
up. (2) Will the provincial colleges and faculties be satisfied
with a smaller representation on the Senate than that

allotted to the two London teaching colleges and the London
faculties ? If not, the scheme, which is already enlarged
to a Senate of fifty-two members, must be recast. The

Royal Commissioners recommended the much more con.
venient number of thirty-eight, and the former scheme only
formulated a body of forty-two.
We now turn to the provisions for facilitating the

granting of medical degrees to London students on

equitable terms. The words of the Royal Commissioners
on this point are: "As to medical degrees, we think
that a standard of attainment appropriate for honours

ought no longer to be required by the University for
an ordinary or ’pass’ degree." To carry out this recom-
mendation, a Standing Committee of the Senate for the
Faculty of Medicine will be appointed, consisting of

the Presidents of the two Royal Colleges, the two Fellows
elected by the said Colleges, the five Fellows elected by the
London Faculty of Medicine, one Fellow holding a chair in
a provincial constituent College of Medicine, and nine
members to be elected by the Senate. (16.) The special
clauses laying down the terms on which a "pass" M.B.
degree is to be granted are the following -

"47. The Senate shall have power to enter into arrange.
ments with the Royal Colleges for conducting the examina-
tions in anatomy, physiology, medicine, surgery, and

midwifery, for the pass M.B. degree by a board of

examiners, consisting of the examiners appointed by the
University, and examiners to be appointed by the Royal
Colleges, who shall join in the reports to the Senate on such
examinations. The examiners appointed by the University
may be called upon, if the Senate so think fit, to make in
addition separate reports. These examinations may, if so

agreed on, be conducted in combination with examinations
for the Royal Colleges. The arrangements for giving effect
to this clause shall be carried out under the direction of a
committee to be appointed in equal numbers by the Standing
Committee for the Faculty of Medicine, and a committee
to be appointed by the two Royal Colleges. Such arrange.
ments to be subject to the approval of the Senate and of
the two Royal Colleges. This arrangement for joint ex-
amination shall not lessen or interfere with the duty of the


